
Google Fusion Tables Tutorial 2 of 3: 
Creating Graphs   
 
Getting Started 
 
This tutorial is the second is a series. For instructions on how to start a Google Fusion table and 
for information on accessing and importing the dataset for this tutorial, please see “Google 
Fusion Tables Tutorial 1: Creating Maps with Google Fusion Tables.” 
 
The data for this tutorial is available here: https://data.lacounty.gov/Arts-and-Culture/Los-
Angeles-County-Civic-Art-Collection/9qv9-dayy 
 
Charts 
 
Fusion Tables allows you to create a variety of visualizations out of your dataset. To begin, click 
the red plus sign then ‘Add chart.’  
 
Start with a bar chart. First, make sure there are no filters for the data by clicking the ‘x’ next to 
the filter titles. Next you’ll want to change the chart to more meaningful information than the 
default data chosen by Fusion Tables.  
 
First, you can use a bar chart to show the frequency of certain types of objects compared to 
others. To create this kind of graph, click on ‘Category’ and choose ‘Object Type’. Check the 
box next to ‘Summarize data?’ Under ‘Values’ Fusion Tables lists columns with numeric data. 
Deselect the two displayed here. For ‘Maximum categories’ put 20 (the total number of 
categories in this column).  
 

 
Now you can compare the frequency of certain types of artworks in relation to others. Scroll over 
each bar and you can get a pop up of the exact count of each type (if there is only one of each 
category, the pop up feature doesn’t work). 
 



Try clicking on other visualization types to see the data represented in various chart styles. 
You’ll find that some charts are easier to read than others and some provide information that 
others don’t – pie charts, for instance, show percentages of frequency. Some graphs show 
relationships between two columns of data, such as the network graph and the continuous 
variable charts (which only chart numeric data). 
 

 
 

 
 
Bar charts can also function as a timeline. Go to the bar chart and select ‘Year created’ as your 
category. Check ‘summarize data’ and put ‘100’ maximum categories. With this chart you can 
quickly see the years that most LA County artworks originated in – clearly art acquisition in LA 
County has risen sharply in the past ten years. 
 
Filtering 
 



As with maps, you can apply filters to your charts. For instance, say you want to know which 
departments acquired the most art works over the past ten years. You could make a pie chart 
showing departments, then click ‘Filter’ by ‘Year Created.’ In the range put 2006 to 2016. 
 
If you want to show only the departments with the top five acquisition, narrow the ‘Maximum 
slices’ to 5. 
 

 
 
Naming and Saving 
 
Continue to play with the charts. You can rename each chart by clicking on the drop down menu 
next to the chart title in the tab.  
 
As with maps in Fusion Tables, you can publish the cart by clicking the ‘Share’ button. You can 
get the html for embedding your charts by clicking the drop down menu chart’s title tab, then 
‘Publish…’ 
 
Credits: 
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